
A30/A303 Honiton to Broadway
– Strategy and Options Identification

Background
The campaign to improve the A303 has been ongoing for many years. 

Devon County Council has been working with partner authorities 

Somerset and Wiltshire, the Heart of the South West Local Enterprise 

Partnership (LEP) and other LEPs across the South West to make the 

case for improvements. After vigorous campaigning by businesses and 

the three local authorities, a review of the route was announced by 

Government in 2013. Undertaken by the Highways Agency (HA), this 

study is considering the entire length – over 90 miles, from Stonehenge 

to Honiton – and will publish its findings in Autumn 2014.

Running in parallel with the HA study, Devon County Council (supported 

by Somerset County Council) is undertaking a separate but contributory 

piece of work on the stretch of the A30/A303 route from Honiton to 

Broadway. This section is through the Blackdown Hills Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), recognised for its nationally 

designated landscape and environmental significance.

The purpose of the study is to identify a strategy that improves the route 

for traffic, increases safety, resilience and helps unlock economic 

benefits whilst being sensitive to communities and taking into 

consideration the specially protected landscape. A programme of 

improvements is under consideration that can be delivered 

incrementally over the next 15 years, whilst being mindful of how they 

will contribute to the overall solution.

Considerations

Work is currently underway reviewing data and 

comments, and exploring engineering solutions. It is 

expected that a number of drop-in sessions will be 

held during July to provide more information on 

constraints and potential solutions. The study will be 

completed in time to inform the wider full route study 

being undertaken by the HA due in Autumn 2014.

When is work likely to start?

There is no confirmed date, as funding needs to be 

secured.  A business case will be based on the 

current work, and it is most likely that individual 

scheme elements will be funded separately.

Get involved – we want to hear from you!
For more information or to provide comments 
please visit www.a303ahead.co.uk or email 
transportplanning@devon.gov.uk
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Timescales

Environment

The route runs through the Blackdown Hills AONB. 

We are actively considering landscape, wildlife and 

its habitats, water (flooding and streams/rivers), 

noise, pollution (both air and light), and heritage 

(such as listed buildings and archaeological sites).

Socio-economic

We are reviewing highway safety to reduce the 

number and severity of accidents along the route. We 

will also consider the needs of local people, 

especially those who cross the route on a regular 

basis such as commuters and farmers. Vital to  our 

case will be the overall improvements to network 

resilience and economic benefits to the wider region.

Traffic Flows 

Currently ‘Annual Average Daily Traffic’ varies from 

about 12,000 (at the eastern end) to 15,000 at 

Monkton. Traffic has increased overall by about 10% 

over 10 years. This is forecast to increase by as 

much as 25% over the next 15 years. The graph 

opposite (from the ‘Design Manual for Roads and 

Bridges’) shows that this is increasing beyond the 

typical capacity of a standard single carriageway but 

it would remain well within that for a ‘Wide Single 

Carriageway’ built to a better standard (including 

climbing/overtaking lanes, in line with our proposals). 

Delays

Traffic data shows that severe delays are infrequent 

and mainly during the seasonal peaks, especially 

bank holiday weekends. Except for occasional 

incidents, delay is rarely severe on normal weekdays.

Funding

To bid successfully for central Government funding 

we must show that our proposals represent value for 

money, reduce delay and improve safety whilst 

minimising cost to bring real economic benefit. We 

are currently looking at traffic modelling, economics, 

highway design and the environmental impact of 

such options.

Whilst other options will be looked at (including 

dualling) it is expected that an improved ‘wide single

carriageway’ will best balance all of these 

considerations. 

The A30/A303 

alongside the M5 

is one of two 

strategic road links 

into the South 

West from London.

The section 

between Honiton 

and Broadway is 

narrow, bendy and 

hilly single 

carriageway with 

limited visibility. 

Our aim is to 

upgrade this 

section of the 

route, to support 

economic growth 

and increase 

resilience for our 

communities.
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Traffic flows and route standards



Section 5 – Marsh to Eagle Tavern

This section of the route climbs a hill when 
travelling eastbound and runs between two Sites 
of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs). Newtown 
has side road and accesses with poor visibility.

Section 2 – Rawridge Hill

This section is situated on the side of a hill, with a 
steep eastbound climb. There are significant 

constraints relating to topography and unstable 
ground material. There are a number of side road 
accesses onto the A30 which have poor visibility 

due to the topography.

Section 3 – Rawridge Hill to Stopgate
Cross

This section features a key junction of the A30 and 
A303. At busy times traffic sometimes queues 

back onto the route in Newcott.

Section 4 – Stopgate Cross to Marsh

This section of the route features a tight 90 degree 
bend, which forces traffic to slow to as little as 
20mph. There are also a number of other tight 

bends and some steep hilly areas.

Section 1 – Monkton

This section features the only 40mph part of the 
route as it passes through the village of Monkton. 
Carriageway width through the village is narrow 

with a pinch point in the centre of the village 
causing delays. Constraints to the north due to 

floodplain and south due to topography. 

Marsh Bypass

Existing dual carriageway section

Marsh Bypass

Existing dual carriageway section

Section 6 – Eagle Tavern to Broadway

A staggered cross-roads at the Eagle Tavern often 
sees delay to traffic between Chard and Taunton. 
Delays occur on the A303 westbound up Ham Hill.

Honiton

Potential Junction Improvements

Along the route there are numerous side road 
accesses, many of which have safety concerns 
associated with them due to visibility and speed 
of oncoming traffic. The ability for surrounding 

settlements to cross/ access this route is vital. A 
side road strategy will be required that considers 

how safer junctions can be accommodated 
within the overall route improvement, with right 

turn lanes where possible.

Monkton

Broadway

Marsh

•

Potential Route Improvements

The following list outlines some of the 
improvements being considered. Other changes, 
including those coming from our consultations, 

will also be considered.

• Overtaking lanes

• Climbing lanes on hills (e.g. Ham Hill)

• Providing rest areas/picnic areas, and laybys 
where  broken down vehicles can pull in or 
slow vehicles such as tractors can allow traffic 
to pass.

• Reducing the severity of bends (e.g. 
Knightshayne Bend) and straightening 
sections of the road (e.g. at Newcott).

• Short bypass sections (e.g. at Monkton)

Issues

Some of the key issues along the route are illustrated on this 

map. They have been identified from traffic flow and speed data, 

accident records, and through consultation with local people and 

groups. A comprehensive list of issues is being compiled through 

consultation events and questionnaire responses, and these will 

be reviewed throughout the design process.

Priorities

Scheme elements are likely to be delivered over time, as funding 

becomes available. It is likely that some proposals would be 

easier to deliver than others. Priorities will be determined from 

these deliverability concerns, and from identification of where the 

greatest benefits can be achieved. Suggested priorities are given 

below, but these are dependent on both development of the 

business case and the availability of funding.

Potential short-term improvements

(2-5 yrs approx)

Potential medium-term improvements

(5-10 years approx)

Potential long-term improvements

(likely to be 10 years+ unless funding 

becomes available sooner)
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